Seville

Borne upon the same pinions, we come down into a crowded
street, hear more music, and watch a procession of black peni-
tents. It is the moment of the Tocado da Gloria, when all the
church bells sound together. Statues of saints are sailing through
the streets in clouds of flowers and glittering candles. The
charivari of voices is broken by the strident, wavering cry of the
saeta, the impromptu 'arrow of song', of Gitano or Flamenco
inspiration, uttered by the Gypsies as certain statues pass before
them, Their rhapsodic voices, only wrung with penitence and
sorrow, speak the sufferings of the Virgin, who is sculptured in
her agony, weeping and crying. In midst of this the Tocado, at
midday, is indescribable in excitement, a clashing of cymbals as
loud as thunder, or the roar of cannon. Their beat and rhythm
intoxicate the imagination.

A few more days in Seville and it will be the Feria, which 1
have only seen to the extent of driving through the town on the
way to Cordoba, upon the second morning of the Fair. A light
rain was falling and the majos, or cavaliers, were riding in the
streets dressed a PAndaluz, in tight trousers, short black pea jackets,
with the hard rimmed sombrero, brown, grey, or black, worn at a
rakish angle, and their majas seated behind them on the cruppers
of their saddles. The majos have a wonderful air on horseback
from their thin figures and the way they hold themselves; the
majas wore white dresses, with high combs and white mantillas.
Later, in the evening, there will be dancing in the casetas, or open
booths, along the calle San Fernando, between the walls of the
Alcazar and the tobacco factory of Carmen. They dance, all night
long, to guitars and castanets. The dance is the seguidilla, which
in its snap and sparkle is the fountain, the fan, and the dust of the
Triana; the dry fire of Manzanilla, or softer Amontillado; the
strumming guitar and the mechanical piano. But it is enough,
surely, to have seen the cavaliers and their majas riding in the
rain on the morning of the Feria.

VI

After Seville, Naples. Here, again, the population is dedicated